&J4.           THE  RKFORMKI)   PARLIAMENT
that absence From Westminster had brought him an unusual amount of leisure. On May 2 and 3, lor instance, he wrote to his friond Samuel Harrison an mormons letter of something like seven thousand words, criticising from tho agnostic point, of view William Howitl's " Popular History of .Priestcraft."
Ho did not believe that tho next stop towards a demo-cratic franchise would willingly bo taken by any govorn-inont then possible. But ho wan convinced that forces stronger than tho will of any government were in opera-tion, and meanwhile ho cunild watch the rise and fall of ministries with philosophic calm. In July 1834 Lord (trey resigned, and Lord Melbourne became Premier. I'lae.o supposed that Brougham would now be the real loader of tho Whigs, and knew that in that case. the Lords must oither light or submit, to continued humiliation.
"There niUHt bo a decisive quarrel with the Lords Home day, and the Lords will in the end be beaten. I think tho Chancellor in the man to carry on a series of useful subordinate quarrels, which may prepare the way tor the ultimate quarrel, and make it when it cornea as little mischievous and an short as possible. If, for instance, the Chancellor begins with Homo niouMiroH likely tt> bo popular, c.tj, newspaper Ktamps, which can and will be UHofully worked out of doors, and tho Lords e.hoosu to quarrel with it, and if they should make the quarrel lasfc for Homo times, tho beating they will gut will be of importance in more ways than one. If tho Lords should a willow tho pill without much carping at it, they will have prepared thoir noblo throats for a Iwiliw, and that may bo tho ropoal of so much of tho 27th clause of the lloform Act as rolatos to payments of ratuH and taxes OB a disqualifying clause. If stamps bo removed and good teaching follows, tho machino will work moru frwoly with little friction, and thoroforo with very littlo chtiucuu, March 4, 1834.
